Robert Hardy Memorial Internship
By Caroline Imparato
The Atwood Museum is delighted to offer a special internship this year thanks to the generosity of the
Robert Hardy Memorial Fund, created in memory of Mr. Hardy by his children, Jane Roiter and Robert
“Chip” Hardy. The purpose of the Hardy grant is to help support a gifted student interested in museum
studies experience the inner workings of an active and established museum.
This year’s grant recipient and intern is Ellie O’Reilly. Ellie made a great impact when she volunteered
her time at the Atwood Museum last summer and the staff and volunteers are happy to have her back
again. Ellie will be going into her senior year at Cornell University in the fall. She is double majoring in
English and Art History. She is pursuing a career in museum management and works in the education
department at the art museum on campus during the school year, the Johnson Museum of Art. Ellie has
just returned to Chatham for the summer after a semester abroad in England participating in the Art,
Museums, Galleries, and Curating Program offered by Sotheby’s Institute of Art. Her semester studying
historic houses and museums in the U.K. was an experience she treasured.
When asked about her experience with Sotheby’s, Ellie said, “It was an incredible way of getting to know
how different types and sizes of museums function and work in different ways in their communities.”
Ellie is supporting a number of departments within the Atwood, including IT, Volunteer and Operations,
and Program Development. You can see her working away putting the Museum Gift Shop online,
brainstorming fundraising ideas, stamping envelopes, working on social media and the website, and
much more.
“Getting firsthand experience in different departments, from Collections to IT, has been incredibly
important to my development in the museum world. Thanks to the generosity of the Robert Hardy
Memorial Fund, I am able to continue my education in museum work and community interaction.”
Robert Hardy, known more commonly as Bob, was born in Chatham in 1919. In 1940, at the age of 21,
he joined American Airlines as a pilot. At the age of 23, Bob became a captain and remained a steadfast
and loyal American Airlines pilot until his retirement in 1977. He was the Senior Pilot at American
Airlines. He spent many years flying all over the world learning new things and experiencing different
cultures. More locally, Bob was a member of Eastward Ho, St. Martin’s Lodge, and was an expert on the
Chatham Naval Air Station. He was an established local, his aunts are even depicted in the famous
Stallknecht mural: Christ Preaching to the Multitude, painted in 1932 of Chatham residents. Bob passed
away in 2017 and is missed by his family, friends, and members of the community. A member of the
Greatest Generation, he was one of Chatham’s finest.
This memorial fund was created in Bob’s memory by his children, both Chatham residents, Jane Roiter
and Chip Hardy. Their thoughtfulness and generosity has made it possible for the Atwood to receive a
qualified and dedicated summer intern, which at the ever growing and expanding Atwood is most
welcome.
Photo # 1 Jane Roiter, Ellie O’Reilly, and Chip Hardy stand in the Main Gallery of the Atwood Museum
after meeting each other for the first time.

Photo #2 Jane Roiter and Chip Hardy stand in front of the mural that depicts two of their great-aunts
(Mary Hardy, row 2 and Edna Hardy, row 3). It is one of Alice Stallknecht’s murals in the Atwood
Museum Mural Barn.

